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Samurai Matters Analysis

Samurai Analysis.


Samurais are very important cultural icons in Japan and learned about all over the world. A samurai is a bushi or warrior from Japan, they usually belonged to the highest nobility. They are people who work for court nobles but they do not specifically indicate that they are warriors. It all started with the decline of the Fujiwara power, the corrupted life of the aristocrats. Two families that were very important during the samurai power were the Minamoto and Taira families. Samurais fought for their clans. As we learned in lecture the samurai class only occupies 6-7% of the whole population in the social hierarchy. Many of the literature and films we read and watched give us a good view of the samurais lives during the 11th to 19th century. 
Samurais in the battlefield were very brave and loyal to their lord. They created peace, they would steal land from the corrupted aristocrats that they thought were unfair and had more power. During the battlefield the samurais wore heavy armor, armor that is now stored at the Tokyo National Museum for many to see. It takes months of hard and detailed work to create a samurai armor. Nothing compared to the Spanish armor that was just a shield of metal, this is an armor that can block the sword of the enemy. Many of their armors were created after either an animal or an important battlefield. For example, a deer or a hill where they won a battle. Also of being very detailed they were heavy armor that it would be difficult for a regular person to run in that’s why many of these samurai were strong and fast. 
Many samurais also wore their Kimonos as we saw in both movies of After the rain and The boy and his Samurai, both main characters also carried their sword. They also had their hair in a different way also known as “chonmage” which was a topknot haircut. You could distinguish a samurai from a regular person. In today’s modern society we don’t see any chonmage haircuts, unless you’re a sumo wrestler or a samurai impersonator. The sword they carried was not just a weapon but also the sword was like the “soul of the warrior” they couldn’t just use it for a duel either. If they used it for duel it was like a dishonor for many. It is important to know that after the Edo period a lot of samurais stopped killing each other for “fun”, that’s why it started to become a dishonor if you killed someone. Swords became more symbolic. As we saw in the movie After the rain the main character Ihei Misawa did not get the job as a sword master because he had been involved in a duel. His wife was also not to happy he had participated in it. I learned from the lecture in class that samurais also wore makeup as if they were to die they would already be in makeup and not seen badly when their body was found dead. During battle they also rode in horses. 
In order for samurais to gain their position they needed to be wealthy and family hierarchy was important and fond of. Families of the samurai had to be an important blood line. If your family was not of high hierarchy prestige you really couldn’t be an important samurai. Both the Minamoto and Taira family were the top families that competed for supremacy. Like in the reading of Shinza the Samurai, the only daughter who everyone thought was beautiful was not getting talked to by any men. Mostly because her father was an older guard who would always contradict everything someone told him. He was just not a delightful man to talk to. Other than for his unlikeliness many did see him as a great warrior, that’s why whoever the young man that would marry his daughter would take over his wealth and position. Each samurai had their morals and some went to a sword master in order to learn. The literacy rate of each samurai was very important they had to read and write. They couldn’t just be a warrior and fight they went thru special martial art trainings. Back then they couldn’t have any other job that wasn’t associated with samurai or government job. For example, the reading of All for a Melon the two men Hankuro and Jinnai both worked as domains construction corps. Before when they were younger they had studied the art of sword fight. The morals and values that samurais had back in the day were very strict in All for a Melon (pg59) the author mentions that “Samurai were not supposed to be seen drinking in public after work.” They were practices that were forbidden by the higher official clans. Another job that lower class samurai had was as a knife sharpener just like Kakichi who was also a burglar at night time.  Then there was Shinza, the Samurai who was a guard of the daimyos battle standard. These characters in each story were known for the excellent skills in their martial arts. They were also part of battles just like Shinza who fought in the last battle of Osaka. 
Samurais believed in Kami and had Buddhist deities and protected shrines and temples. In the film of the Boy and his Samurai the main character travels through time by praying to the Buddha statue at the top of the grocery store. Many samurais also ended up becoming monks as well. 
Samurais married legitimate, they had wives, as well as divorce was a common thing. In other cultures, you couldn’t divorce your spouse for the Japanese it wasn’t unusual if you did. In the Story All for a Melon the two characters Hankuro and Jinnai both have problems with their wives and they argue and have kids. Kakichi the knife sharpener lost his wife and his daughter, so he was a widower. Shinza the Samurai also lost his wife but his daughter grew up to be his only treasure. In each of these stories we see the relationship each character has had with his wife and children. The Japanese samurais seemed to care a lot for their families, they didn’t just want to fight for their emperor but they also had a family and their lives were very precious to them. Also as we saw in the film of The boy and his Samurai, Kijima the samurai protects the young son of the single mother and cares for them as if they were part of his family. The family learned to like Kijima although he was from a different time in history. Family was very important also because in the story of the Dancing Hands, Isaburo who runs away with his family but leaves the grandmother alone in their old house, eventually comes back for her and didn’t leave her to die. Not only was the family of each of these stories close and very friendly but also the community of each of these Samurai families. In the Dancing hands when the grandmother was left behind they tried feeding her and taking care of her. Shinji the little boy started to take her food and when the men who were bullying the grandmother at night Shinji’s dad, the pries and the laborer all fought the men. They all took care of the gangsters who were hurting the women. Usually in the family ranking the father was always the Samurai which happened in each of these stories. 
Samurais are humans as well, and we can tell by their values and morals that they would take care of their families and had a lot of respect towards each other. The samurai warrior who fought for his emperor in order for their clan to win a battle, where they showed their bravery and loyalty. Samurais were very important in Japan and still are to this day. Many are seen as icons and that is why we have so many stories and movies about them, as well as memorial statues. 

